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A ZOO’S FOUNDATION 
by 

Roy Shea, Director 




Some of the rewarding benefits 
of a zoo director’s position is being 
involved with a living and expand¬ 
ing profession. There is an over¬ 
whelming feeling of accomplish¬ 
ment when a new species is repro¬ 
duced in the collection or when a 
new exhibit is completed which 

ROY A. SHEA both the animals and the zoo 

visitors appear to enjoy. However, at times reward¬ 
ing experiences can occur far removed from your 
zoo. 

It was my pleasure during the latter part of March, 
to attend the American Association of Zookeepers’ 
National Conference held in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

It was truly inspiring to observe such dedicated 
keepers from all over the country converging to 
discuss the accomplishments and problems in caring 
for zoo animals. I couldn’t help but remember back 
16 years ago when I started as a zookeeper. At that 
time, it seemed almost impossible to gain inform¬ 
ation about animal care. 

A few years ago, Richard Sweeney, a knowledge¬ 
able and dedicated zookeeper realized that there was 
a need for an organization to help provide basic 
information on animal care. Dick’s interests lead to 
establishing the American Association of Zookeepers. 
The purpose of the Association is “to provide a 
means for the dissemination of practical knowledge 
pertaining to the care and maintenance of animals 
exhibited in zoos and aquariums.” 

Richard Sweeney now holds the position of 
Executive Secretary in the Association and his hard 
work has gone a long way in providing a means to 
gather, organize and make available this vital inform¬ 
ation. 

The papers that were presented by the various 
zookeepers were of professional quality and showed 



their sincere desire to learn more about the proper 
care of their animals. 

We at the Indianapolis Zoo were proud that one 
of our keepers was able to attend the conference and 
present a paper. Russell Williams, our Senior Keeper, 
presented a paper outlining his experiences in work¬ 
ing with the animals in our Australian Exhibit and 
our projected plans for an African Veldt Area. 

As a former keeper, and now as a zoo director, it 
was indeed a pleasure to see such enthusiasm and 
dedication that is present in the zookeepers of 

Unfortunately, in this country zookeeping is not 
recognized as a true profession as it is in the 
European countries, but through the efforts of 
AAZK I am sure that in the future zookeepers will 
become as truly dedicated professionals. 

It is quite apparent to any well trained zoo admin¬ 
istrator that professionally trained zookeepers are 
the foundation of a zoo. 



RECENT VISITORS TO NATIONAL HQ. AAZK 


Mr & Mrs Clyde Saragosa and children 
from Honolulu,Hawaii. Clyde is Pres¬ 
ident of the Honolulu AAZK Chapter and 
served us as Conference Chairman last 
March. Clyde and Sharon were enroute to 
Vancouver from San Diego, on a well 
earned vacation. 




AAZK HQ. EDITION 


This particular issue of AAZK BULLETIN is produced and distributed from National 
Headquarters at San Diego. 

Due to our recent slump in organizational income it has been literally impossible 
to provide proper communications with our general membership. Therefore this issue 
will be devoted to items of interest regarding AAZK activities and future plans. 

THE NUMBER ONE QUESTION!!!! 

Nothing creates doubt faster than a one sided impression, and such doubt was est¬ 
ablished due to the June publication submitted to the national membership by the 
Topeka Chapter. 

The prime question to come out of this experience is, Will there be AAZK in 1975? 

You’re damn right there will. And AAZK will be alive in 74,75,76,77,78,79,80,81, 
82,83 and then we count on the toes. 

GOOD THINGS NEVER DIE, THEY JUST GET BETTER. 


OUR FINANCIAL STATS August 1,1972 


AAZK is still very much in need of additional funds to provide our projected services, 
and to begin 1973 in green ink for the first time in our history. 

Perhaps the Topeka paper was really a blessing in disguise. Since publication of it, 
and the recent communique from AAZK Hq. . some mighty fine people have come forward to 
help us keep the wolf away from the door. It has enabled us to get our back issues in¬ 
to the mails, and affords Hq. the opportunity to extend public thanks to those who feel 
we’ve been doing something right these past few years. 

Following is a complete (to date above) list of contributions made this past two weeks. 


Brookfield,Illinois Chapter AAZK - $50.00 


A Member ** $200.00 

A Friend - 120.00 

A Board Member - $50.00 

Sam J. LaMalfa — $10.00 

♦ 

Ralph Small t Brookfield - $ 5.00 

Mr Ed Schulze,Milwaukee - $25.00 


A very special thank you to all these fine 
gratitude. 


NOTE : 

This does not include those who 
contributed to the cost of the recent 
communique. 

All Bd Members and Regional Coordinators 
also contributed $10.00 each to produce 
the March-April issue of AAZK BULLETIN. 

5 . AAZK owes you a sincere debt of 


AAZK is far from being out of its financial jam, but the dawn of hope is getting some¬ 
what brighter, in spite of the clouds of uncertainty that sometimes lurks overhead. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!!!! 


AAZK BULLETIN TO CONTINUE MODIFIED FORMAT 

In order to provide our members with prompt delivery of our publication, and to as¬ 
sure up to date news about AAZK the publication will be produced in this form. We 
would like to continue the journal type, but to conserve funds and provide good mail¬ 
ing service we decided to cut some fancy comers. It’s far more important to have 
closer communications. 
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SOME MORE MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS 

There has been some membership concern regarding the hotel accomodations used by 
the Executive officers of AAZK. 

When an AAZK conference is planned the conference hotel in question usually affords 
AAZK free * one executive suite for use as a hospitality room (better known as the 
water-hole.) 

It is established policy that the Executive Secretary or senior officer attending is 
afforded this accomodation. 

(Note: The Executive Secretary provides and pays for his family accomodations) 

If the hotel affords us extra rooms, they are utilized by the officers of AAZK. 

Why does the Executive Secretary receive ANY compensation? 

At the Topeka National Conference the delegation voted to afford the Executive Secretary 
$1000.00 annually for travel expenses. This was to enable AAZK to bring HQ. to the 
membership through visits to key AAZK locations. Unfortunately we have been unable 
to fulfill this policy. BUT, the Executive Secretary has still afforded us his services 
at his own expense. A token payment of some $475.00 over five years has been his only 
claims to date. 

One must take into consideration that the AAZK office is in a private home, with no rent, 
and is operating seven nights a week in free time, and on the days when our Secretary is 
off. Tills job is not a paid position, and it affords AAZK the benefit of growth until the 
time arrives when such a post will require a deserving salary. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF TIE IMMEDIATE PLANS OF AAZK 

The next order of business regarding AAZK policy is our first national elections of three 
Board members. 

Nominations will be solicited for three persons to run against the three incumbent members 
of the present Board . The three who will run for re-election are Gerald Thoms, Ken Kawata f 
and Sam J. LaMalfa. 

The nominating form and list of candidate qualifications will appear in the next issue 
of AAZK BULLETIN, The Calgary chapter of AAZK will serve as the nominating committee 
for this election. They will select the three nominees best qualified to 'Oppose the 
incumbents. 

A special elections ballot with accompanying resumes for each candidate will be mailed to 
each voting member in accordance with proper election procedures. Election ballots will 
be counted by a special election committee and their findings reported to national Hq. 
for subsequent publication. 

Installation of the new officers will take place at the 1973 regional AAZK conference. 

Members will advised of the dates nominations must be returned to the committee at Calgary 
and will be further advised of the actual election date. PLEASE READ ALL ELECTION RULES 
CAREFULLY........... 

1975 Regional Conference of AAZK 

Mr. Mickey Barrett, San Diego AAZK is coordinating regional conference plans with Mr. 

Curtis Williams, President of the Boise City Zoo Chapter of AAZK® Hie meeting is 
scheduled for June 4,5,6, in 1973, at Boise City, Idaho. Details including speaker request 
forms will appear in a later edition of the AAZK BULLETIN. 

1974 NATIONAL AAZK CONFERENCE 

Hie windy city of Chicago has won the bid for what promises to be the largest AAZK 
conference ever. The Brookfield Chapter of AAZK, co—hosting with .the Lincoln Park Zoo 
Chapter and members of the Milwaukee County Zoo will serve as the AAZK hosts for this great 

great tri zoo gathering. The dates will soon be announced. 











AAZK SHOULDER PATCHES. THE SYMBOL OF UNITY 


Those of us who wear the national Rhino emblem are readily recognized as mem¬ 
bers of a fine profession. We urge ALL keeper members to display our fine em¬ 
blem on their zoo uniforms. 

AAZK Hq. expects to recieve a new order of patches by the end of the month. 

Place your order now. Patches sell for Si.00 each. Wear it with pride!!!!!! 

aazk/aazpa joint awards 

Once again recognition will be given to the keeper(s) who care for the winning 
species of bird,mammal, or marine life born in captivity during the past year. 

The American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums present an annual 
award to a zoo or aquarium for the reproduction of a significant species. AAZK 
in cooperation with the AAZPA presents a certificate of merit to the keeper(s) 
who are directly connected with the care of the selected winner of the Bean 
Award. 

Keeper recipient will be announced following the AAZPA Conference at Portland, 

Oregon in October. 

THE COVETED R.MARLIN PERKINS AAZK AWARD 

The highest award presented by AAZK selecting a keeper who in the opinion of his 
or her fellow workers and supervisory staff deserves AAZK recognition for his 
capabilities in the field of animal care is yours. If you know of someone deserving 
of this esteemed certificate of excellence please submit your nominations to Mr. 

Rick Steenberg,4T7 Macalester St,St,Paul,Minn.,55105 

AAZK TO OFFER NEW MEMBERSHIP SERVICE 

We are formulating plans to make available to ANY organization or interested 
parties, several AAZK speakers. They will present programs of interest pertain¬ 
ing to zoos,aquariums,care of animals and birds, etc. etc..... we will have more 
details for you soon. 

KEEPERS CAN TRAVEL AT A LARGE SAVINGS . 

AAZK in conjunction with Lion Country Safari African Tours,Inc. will make available 
to any interested AAZK member a chance to travel to many interesting places at big 
savings in air transportation. For example, how would you like to go to England for 
a round trip fare from Los Angeles for $238® 64, or from New York and back for Si 51* 
08 ? Its possible through AAZK. Just as soon as we recieve further info on this most 
welcomed service we*11 pass it on to you. Membership in the travel club is $3®00 
annually if you*re interested. BUT,PLEASE DO NOT SEND THIS TO AAZK HQ. We will give 
you details in the next BULLETIN. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO START PLANNING TO ATTEND THE 1974 NATIONAL AAZK CONFERENCE AT 
CHICAGO.. WATCH FOR ALL THE INFORMATION.THIS WILL BE THE BIGGEST EVER.. 

NEW HONORARY MEMBERS OF AAZK 

We are proud to welcome into our family of distinguished Honorary status Mr & Mrs 
;EfremZimbalist Jr. Mr Zimbalist,star of the FBI STORY is most interested in the 
care of wildlife in captivity. 

INTERNATIONAL ZOONEWS 

Subscriptions to International Zoonews, published by Mr. G.Th.VanDam,Editor,Holland 
is available to ALL AAZK members for a 50$ savings (Just $7.50 annually). ALL AAZK 
SUBSCRIPTIONS MOST BE SENT THROUGH AAZK HQ. Just send your name and check for $7*75. 
Twenty five cents additional fee is to cover handling. 
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The following article is reprinted with the permission of the author. It first appear¬ 
ed in the official publication ’’Gladys Porter ZooNews” Volume 1,Nos.% published by the 
Valley Zoological Society,Brownsville,Texas. 

NOTE: It is rather ironic that the two guest articles,similar in thought should appear 
in two zoo publications during the same month, yet separated by many miles. Perhaps the 
only separation IS in miles, indicating a new line of thought among our zoo leaders. 

ROLE OF A ZOO KEEPER WITHIN A ZOO by Dr. Warren D. Thomas, Direct or 

The zoo keeper is a foundation upon which each zoo must depend. It is literally im¬ 
possible to overstate his importance. Zoo animals are animals held under artificial con¬ 
fines which render them totally at our mercy. Therefore,whatever care they recieve rests 
upon the individuals that are in direct contact with them. If the individual is cold and 
indifferent, his relationship with the animals will reflect this attitude. 

Before World War II, and for a period of time thereafter, the American Zoo Keeper was 
a far cry from most of his European counterparts. There have always been dedicated Amer¬ 
ican Zoo Keepers whose dedication transcends the demands of the job, but too often his 
position was considered as any other 8 to 5 job and he was often made the butt of neigh¬ 
borhood jokes. In contrast, the European Keeper has long been a respected and honored 
position. Fortunately, the winds in our country have changed and are bringing about an 
upgrading transition. A good example of this is the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ZOO KEEPERS- 
an organization dedicated to the dissemination of information and to the upgrading and 
professionalism of zoo keepers. It is organizations such as this that will help immeasur¬ 
ably in changing the whole image of a zoo keeper. 

What makes a zoo keeper a good zoo keeper? It is not simply education,intellegence,or 
experience; rather it is the man or woman with a "well-rounded’’background. The good zoo keep*** 
er is a compassionate and understanding person.. The good zoo keeper is totally attuned to 
the animals in his care; even subtle changes are immediately noticed, for this attention to 
changes may mean the difference between life and death to the zoo animal. The good zoo 
keeper always seeks to know more about the animals, especially those in his care, on the 
obvious premise that the more he understands about the animals, the better he can main¬ 
tain them. 

The good zoo keeper is that individual who works within the confines and guidelines 
of his position and does not usurp authority even if he means well. Yet, if a difference 
of opinion arises in how an animal should be cared for, or how the proper diet should be 
implemented; it would be a thoughtless and impractical staff that would not hear out the 
premise and suggestions, regardless of the source. Often, the proper action to be taken 
with an animal involves ” perspective ”, and the zoo keeper can offer an in depth, close 
look at an animal- something impossible to obtain without being constantly in contact with 
the animal. Certain moral obligations upon all of us must be recognized when bringing animals 
into captivity. Each level of personnel from the Zoological Society through zoo staff to the 
keepers, has its respective level of moral obligation. 

The animals do not have an ownership or nationality. The wild animal population of the 
is a gift recieved as a legacy, to hold in trust; hopefully to pass on to generations of 
people yet to be bom. In the whole scheme of conservation that deals with endangered spec¬ 
ies in zoos, the zoo Keeper is a vital base and indispensable. 

FREE FOR 310,00 (to all keepers) 


Associate membership in AAZK. Ask a friend or relative,., Help us increase our membership. 

Send in an associate name, address, and Zip, along with the Si0.00 dues.This offer 

is good business, an investment in your own future organization... 
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GESTATION BOOKLETS 
SI. 50 
AAZK HQS. 


REPORT OP TOPEKA CHAPTER 
OPINION POLL 


Bated August 7,1972 


1 6$ of the total AAZK membership(now numbering approximately 750) answered the Topeka 
query. 

In answer to Question $1 —(quote)*’’Should there be a change in the present administration? 
14$ indicated they favored a change. (So did the Board of Director’s months ago, when they 
began formulation of election procedures soon to be implimented) 

Question ?r2 — (quote) "Should the general membership be allowed to approve or dis— 
approve the By-laws written by the constitution Committee. All agreed they should have this 
privilege. The members have always have the right to suggest amendments and or changes in 
AAZK rules. However, the Board of Trustees (under the original constitution) had the right 
to amend and impliment changes in the interim constitution before the national vote priv¬ 
ilege was instituted. This afforded progressive and guarded rules necessary to any new org¬ 
anization. The welfare of ALL members was ALWAYS considered. Nothing was designed to pro¬ 
tect any one individual. 

Under Section 8 and again under Article IX of the present constitution members MUST see 
and sanction or disapprove all amendments of the AAZK rules. 

(copy available by request) 

#3. - COMMENTS — Comments were varied, most having constructive suggestions. Some related 
the degree of misunderstanding some members have regarding AAZK and its operation. 

Several indicated via their remarks that their prime concern is personal knife throwing. 

Hq. AAZK is also in reciept of letters supporting our efforts, none of which supported the 
"Ruptured Rhino" or its motives. 

SUMMATION: The opinion poll indicates that while there is some discontent, some legitimate, 
some superficial, the response hardly reflected a majority reply. 

In view of the fact that appropriate action was already being implimented to afford ALL 
members their right of officer choice- 

arid in view of the fact that the constitution already affords the privilege of membership 
ratification of amendments, the poll is considered closed. 

( please note that tecs report is based or replies R5CIBVED BY NATIONAL HQ OF AAZK .) 

AAZK CQRRESPOHDEITCE 

Letters originating at National Hq. are authored by the Executive Secretary within auth¬ 
ority of this position. 

Letters that relate Board policy,originating at Hq. will be signed BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S 
undersigned by the Executive Secretary(indicating Board sanction) 

Letters from individual Board members will be signed by the author. If it pertains to 
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AAZK procedure demanding Board sanction it will indicate such sanction as follows 
"per Board Decision * 1 / then the signature and title of the sender. 

This eliminates the impression that all decisions are by one person. If a letter 
or directive bears only the signature of the Executive Secretary you can be assured 
it has prior sanction or quorum Board approval. 

********* 

WE HAVE A LIMITED SUPPLY OF AAZK IMPRINTED 

PORTFOLIO'S (BROWN SIMULATED LEATHER) 

ORDER ONE NOW! $3-50 each ORDER ONE NOW! 


SPECIAL 

AAZK MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS _ _ 

CITY __ STATE _ ZIP _ 

( ) RENEWAL ( ) NEW MEMBER ( ) INFORMATION ONLY 

OR: 

ENTER THE ABOVE NAME AS A MEMBER OF OUR ASSOCIATION AS A GIFT FROM ME. I UNDERSTAND 
THIS PERSON WILL HAVE ALL MEMBERSHIP RIGHTS 

MY NAME ___ 

ASSOC LATE MEMBERSHIP ANNUALLY ($10.00) 

I UNDERSTAND IF THIS MEMBERSHIP IS SENT NOW THE DUES CHARGED WILL BE GOOD TO DECEMBER 
31,1973 

Note: This offer does not apply to present keeper members. 
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ZOO DIRECTORS - VETERINARIANS - KEEPERS 

PROTECT YOUR 
VALUABLE 
MEAT EATERS 

with NEBRASKA BRAND HORSE MEAT 

U.S. Government inspected — Your assurance of a Quality Product — 

backed by Products Liability Insurance. 

WE OFFER A PROGRAM TO HELP ZOOS SECURE THEIR OWN FREEZERS. 

LET US GIVE YOU THE DETAILS. PAY AS YOU USE. 

ALSO WRITE FOR NEW BOOKLET “HELPFUL INFORMATION ON THE ART OF ANIMAL KEEPING" 

We also offer ground frozen NEBRASKA FELINE FOOD for a prepared mix 
as well as a complete line of DRY FEEDS and a fine BIRDS OF PREY DIET. 

For Information and Prices Contact: 

DUANE A. STROTHER or LOREN MORRIS 

CENTRAL NEBRASKA PACKING CO. 

P.O. BOX 550 

NORTH PLATTE, NEBRASKA 69101 
Phone (308) 532-1250 

A SUBSIDIARY OF ALLIED MILLS, INC., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Published by 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ZOO KEEPERS 

8024 Tommy Drive 
San Diego, California 92119 


Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit #344 
San Diego, CA. 
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Ken Kawata 
635 Gage Blvd. 
Topeka, Kansas 66606 










